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STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the hihabitants of the Town of Durham, i7i the County
of Strafford, in said State^ qualified to vote in town
affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet at the town hall in
said Durham on Tuesday, the fourteenth day of March
next, 1916, at ten o'clock in the forenoon, to act upon
the following subjects:
1. To choose a Town Clerk, three Selectmen, Town
Treasurer, Collector of Taxes, two Auditors, and all
other necessary town ofiBcers for the ensuing year.
2. To see if the town will vote to make a contract
with the Newmarket Electric Light Company to light
the streets for a term of five years, and raise and appro-
priate money for the same.
3. To see what sum of monev the town will vote to
raise to pay necessary town charges.
4. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise for the repairs of highways and bridges.
5. To see what sum of money the town will vote to
raise and appropriate for the improvement of highways,
in accordance with an act of the legislature of 1905,
entitled "An act to provide State aid and for the expen-
diture of other public moneys in the improvement of
the main highways throughout the state" and to pass
any other vote with reference thereto.
6. To see if the town will vote to furnish a bond for
the Tax Collector, District and Town Treasurer.
7. To tranact any other business that may legally
come before the meeting.
Given under our hands and seal, this twenty-eighth
day of February, in the year of our Lord, one thousand










ASSESSED VALUATION OF DURHAM.
Polls, 253.
Land and buildings $590,620
Horses, 177 24 950
Oxen, 12 1, 150
Cows, 273 12,580
Other neat stock, 46 i ,635
Sheep, 51 225
Fowls 1640. i'390
Carriages 14, Autos, 34, total 48.. 16,425
Portable mills, i 1,000
Boats and launches, 4 700
Wood and lumber 30,600
Bank stock 17,690
Money on hand 3»977
Stock in trade 4,230
Total tax list $12,191.74
Rate of taxation 1.65
$707,172
REPORT OF SELECTMEN.
STATE AND COUNTY TAX.
Paid John W. Plunimer, state tax. $1,376 00
Frank N. French, county tax 1312 96
$2,688 96
STREET LIGHTS.
Paid Newmarket Elec. Light Co. . $668 25
^ $668 25
PUBLIC LIBRARY.
Paid New Hampshire College .... $25 co
• $25 00
ABATEMENTS.
Paid L. p. Leith, list of 1915 $10 23
$10 23
GENERAL EXPENSE.
Paid P. R. Magoon, police service
six months $10 00
M. E. Willey, police service
six months 10 00
F. B. Philbrick, services as
selectman 40 oo
M. E. Willey, services as se-
lectman 40 00
C. E Hoitt, services as se-
lectman q.o 00
M. E. Willey, selectman, pos-
tage, stationery and tele-
phoning 9 50
W. S. Edgerly, services as
town treasurer. . . 2s 00
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Paid W. S. Edgerly, town treasu-
rer, postage $ 6 06
L. P. Leith, services as tax
collector 100 00
L. P. lyeith, tax collector,
postage, printing, station-
ery 1 6 00
H. E. Hodgdon, printing town
reports 60 00
Edson C. Eastman for two
tax collector's books 3 50
Charles Wentworth, services
as town clerk 48 60
C. H. Pettee, services as town
auditor 2 00
E. R. Rundlett, services as
town auditor 2 00
MISCELLANEOUS.
Paid Edson C. Eastman, record
book $761
Charles Wentworth, collect-
or's and treasurer's books .
C. White, labor on chemical.
F. P. Comings, tax on Lee
gravel bank
George D. Stevens, George
P'frost legacy dividends
Mell Crouse, blacksmith job-
bing
C. S. Langley, labor on town
building
W. H. Flanders, labor on
town building 24 00
24 00
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Paid C. E. Hayes, services as tru-
ant officer $5 oo
E. J. York, lumber and sup-
plies ii8 92
A. E. Grant, reporting births
and deaths 4 25
W. S. Edgerly, supplies 4 37
Charles Wentworth, insuring
tractor, wagon and building 11 25
DOG DAMAGE.
Paid Mrs. S. J Woodman, eleven
sheep killed $55 00
S. P. Chesley, six sheep
killed 30 00
CEMETERIES.
Paid C. H. Berry, care of Wiggin
cemetery $4 75
J. B. Smith, care of Wilson,
Furness and Mathes ceme-
teries 10 56
M. E. Willey, care of Simp-
son cemetery 352
HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES.
Paid International Harvester Co.
for tractor and four wagons $2,000 00
International Harvester Co.
for one barrel oil and fifty
pounds grease 27 24
International Harvester (^o.






Paid Peirce Metal Co. for culverts.
W. H. Burrows, labor
D. Chesley & Co., dynamite
and supplies
W. S. Edgerly, supplies ....
Austin Doeg, labor
Orrin M. James, surveying
new point road
S. Rundlett & Co., supplies .
Thomas Ahearn, labor
Thomas McCann, labor
F. M. Pinkham, labor
G. A. Langmaid, labor
Leslie L. Crouch, labor
C.S. Langley, labor
United Construction Co.,
blade for road machine. . . .
N. E. Metal Culvert Co.,
culverts
B. & M. Railroad, freight...
N. H. College, plank
John B. Varick Co., i pump.
M. E. Willey, labor
J. R. Page, labor.




E. S. Lane, labor
John Smith, labor
F. R. Dearborn, material ....
J. H. Scott, labor
C. Emanorela, labor
C. H. Berry, labor
C. I. Smart, labor




Paid Underhay Oil Co., one barrel
oil $20 00
L R. Philbrick, labor 62 90
E.J Langley, labor '650
F. A. Woodman, labor i 75
H. S. Tuttle, labor r 00
F. B. Philbrick, labor 7146
Fred Langley, labor 10 00
F. W. Knight, labor i 50
Tony Teece, labor 3 40
$3,338 30
HIGHWAYS.
Paid Edgar D Chesley $1,31324
Edgar D. Chesley, labor $160 43
Jimmy Sckeno, labor 151 66
William Burrows, labor 100 45
John Keniston, labor 31 90
Joseph Bruno, labor 6878
— George Dawson, labor 132 81
Rocko Coglono, labor i 75
Allie Sckeno, labor 96 38
Tony Sckeno, labor 85 75
Harry Willey, labor 19 25
Archie McCormick, labor. ... 30 75
John Smith, labor i 75
Everett Smart, labor ........ i 80
Philip Pinkham, labor 525
E. S. Lane, team 49 50
F. P. Morrison, team 108 00
S. P. Chesley, team 45 38
Leslie Crouch, team 4^ 50
H. S. Tuttle, team 31 50
Arthur Willey, team 6260
C. L Smart, team 31 75
M. E. Willey, team 3 25
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Paid A. L. Turcotte, supplies .... $31 95
F. E. Lang, supplies
*
4 10
S. Kidder, damage blasting. . 10 00
$1,31324
Labor received from N. H. College to aid in
improvement near their grounds $25 00
SNOW BILLS.
Paid Edgar D. Chesley for break-
ing and sanding sidewalks,
I9H $15 50
Edgar D. Cnesley for break-
ing and sanding sidewalks,
1915 34 15— $49 65
STATE HIGHWAYS.
Paid Edgar D. Chesley $1,446 36
Edgar D. Chesley, labor and
supplies 199 97
Jimmy Sckeno, labor 125 00
Allie Sckeno, labor. 124 25
Harry Willey, labor 100 10
Tony Sckeno, labor 120 50
George Dawson, labor 104 35
Fred Jenkins, labor 19 85
William Towns, labor 11 70
Jack Wall, labor 11 10
Charles Provost, team and
posts 172 20
E. S. Lane, team 307 38
E. S. Carpenter estate, team. 24 75
F. B. Philbrick, team 29 25
F. B. Philbrick, gravel 13 20
E. S. Carpenter estate, gravel 15 00
Jan Zierzan, dirt for filling . . 13 00
11
Paid J. H. Griffin, dynamite and
supplies $28 59
A. L. Turcotte, wire and sta-
ples 18 97
M. T. Kennedy, oil for tractor 7 20
$1,446 36
PERMANENT IMPROVEMENT.
Paid Edgar D. Chesley $224 00
Edgar D. Chesley, labor $30 00
George Dawson, labor 2100
Jimmy Sckeno, labor 10 50
Allie Sckeno, labor 10 50
Tony Sckeno, labor 10 50
Joseph Bruno, labor 10 50
William Burrows, labor 10 50
E. S. Lane, team 54 00
C. I, Smart, team 27 00
F. P. Morrison, team 27 00
F. B. Philbrick, gravel 12 50
$224 00
soldiers' aid.
Paid C. E. Hoitt, coal $75 07
BOARD OF HEALTH.
Paid A. Grant, services as mem-
ber and miscellaneous $15 52
F. W. Taylor, services as
member and supplies 5 04
HISTORY.
$20 56
Paid Strafford Nat. Bank, interest
on notes $55 00
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FII<E WARDEE.
Paid J. H. Foster, services and ex-
pense at Ffrost lot fire $56 89
NOTES AND INTEREST.
Hired of Strafford National Bank. $2,000 00
Paid Strafford National Bank, note
and interest 2,025 50
$25 50
SCHOOL MONEY.
Amount required by law $i?305 00
Amount raised in school meeting
other than required by law... . 2,89200
Amount raised tor tuition i)i29 99
Amount raised for books and sup-
plies 3tjo CO
Proportion of school money 834 00
Literary fund '. 88 40
Balance due on dog license, 1914.. 92 85
$6,642 24
Paid W. S. Edgerly, district treas-
urer $6 ,642 24
RECAPITULATION.
State and county tax $2,688 96
Streetlights 66825
Public library 25 00
Abatements 10 33
General expense 412 66
Miscellaneous expense 389 35
Highways and bridges 2,651 54
Tractor and wagons 2,000 00
State highway i?446 36
Permanent improvement 224 00
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Snow bills $49 65
Dog damage 85 00
Cemeterieis 18 83
Soldiers' aid 75 07
Board of Health 20 56
History 55 00
Fire warden 5^ 89
School money 5,212 25
Tuition 1,129 99
Books and supplies 300 00
Notes and interest 2,025 5°
Cash in town treasury 2,549 1 1
"^>2 2,094 20
FINANCIAL CONDITION OF TOWN OF DURHAM,
FEBRUARY 15, I916.
LIABILITIES.
G. F. T. A. dividends S113 75
Town H islory notes i , too 00
ASSETS.
Cash in town treasury $2,549 ^ i
Amount due from state on highway 201 96
Tax collector's list of 1915 2 83
We. the undersigned, auditors of the town of Dur-
ham, certify that we have examined the foregoing ac-









REPORT OF TAX COLLECTOR.
DEBIT.
To 1915 list in full $12,191 74
To 1915 interest in full 5 53
$12,197 27
CREDIT.
By'cash paid treasurer $12, 184 21
By abatements as per appended list 10 23
Amount uncollected 2 83
5^12,197 27
ABATEMENTS.
Bennett, Thomas, gone $2 00
Corson, Aaron, deceased i 65
Glidden, A. J., paid in another town 2 58
Montminy, T., gone 2 00





Durham, N. H., Feb. 15, 1916.
REPORT OF TREASURER
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY I5, IQI^t
RECEIPTS.
Cash on hand $3,850 81
L. P. Leith, tax collector, list, 1915 $12,178 68
L. P. Leith, tax collector, abate-
ments, 1915. . 10 23
L. P. Leith, tax collector, interest,
1915 5 53
Boston & Albany R. R. dividends G. F. T.
A., 1915
Mrs. R. D. Paine, rent of store for Feb 1915.
Hired of Stratford National Bank
State treasurer, forest fire
State treasurer, railroad tax
State treasurer, savings bank tax 1,103 7^
State treasurer, literary fund
State treasurer, proportion of school money.
State treasurer, proportion of tuition money.
State treasurer, highway maintenance
State treasurer, highway improvement
Charles Wentworth, town clerk, pool table
licenses 19 00
Charles Wentworth, town clerk, bowling al-
ley licenses
Charles Wentworth, town clerk, dog licenses
Charles Wentworth, town clerk, nomination
fees, 1914
Withdrawn from bank, Simpson legacy
Withdrawn from bank, Wiggin legacy
12
16
Withdrawn from bank, Wilson legacy $3 52
Withdrawn from bank, Furness legacy 3 52




High school tuition 1,129 99
Cemeteries 18 83
Street lights 668 25
Snow bills 49 65
Dog damage 85 00
Board of health, 20 56
General expenses 412 66
Soldiers' aid 75 07
Public library 25 00
Books and supplies 300 00
Highways 4,651 54
Permanent highway improvement 224 00
State highways i ,446 36
State tax i .376 00
County tax • 1,312 96
Miscellaneous 389 35
Abatements 10 23
Notes and interest 2,025 5^
Town history 55 00
Fire warden 56 89
Cash on hand 2,549 1 1
$22,094 20




Dividends for 1914 on hand Feb.
15. 1915 $^^3 75
Dividends for 1915 , 113 75
$227 50
Paid Geo. D. Stevens, treasurer G. F. T. A . 113 75
Balance due G. F\ T. A. dividends for 1915.. $113 75
WOODMAN LEGACY.
On deposit book A 16,175, Straf-
ford Savings Bank $300 00
Jan. I, 19 16, to accrued interest. . . 93 21
$393 21
Accrued interest not withdrawn 93 21
GRIFFITH'S LEGACY.
On deposit book A 16,176, Straf-
ford Savings Bank $300 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest.. . 191 45
$491 45
Accrued interest not withdrawn 191 45
SIMPSON LEGACY.
On deposit book A 6,088, Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest. .. 3 97
103 97
Paid town for care of cemetery, 1915 3 52
$100 45
Accrued interest not withdrawn 45
18
FURNESS LEOACY.
On deposit book A 12,478 Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest... 3 52
$103 52
Paid town for care of cemetery, J915 352
WILSON LEGACY,
On deposit book A 15, 219, Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest. . . 3 52
$103 52
Paid town for care of cemetery, 1915 3 52
HAYES LEGACY.
On deposit book A 19, 183, Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest. . . 3^15
$131 15
Accrued interest not withdrawn 31 i5
OLINTHUS DOE LEGACY.
On deposit book A 21, 875, Strafford
Savings BBnk $4, 105 64
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest. . . 144 81
$4,250 45
Paid Durham school district 125 co
,125 45
WfGGIN LEGACY.
On deposit book A 22,294 Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest... 32 28
$132 28
Paid town for care of cemetery, 19.5 • 4 7.^
$127 53




On deposit book A 23, 458, Strafford
Savings Bank $300 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest.. . 29 82
$329 82
Paid town for care of cemetery, 1915 3 52
$326 30
Accrued interest not withdrawn 26 30
BURNHAM LEGACY.
On deposit book A 26,398 Strafford
Savings Bank $100 00
Jan. I, 1916, to accrued interest... 2 33
$102 33
Accrued interest not withdrawn 2 33
Walter S. Edgerly, Treasurer.
We, the undersigned, auditors of the town of Durham,
certify that we have carefully examined the foregoing
accounts of the town treasurer, and find them correctly




Report of the Durham Town History
Committee.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT, 1915.
Feb. 15. Cash on hand per last report $2867




Apr. 18. Continental Fire Ins. Co., insur-
ance on books H 3°
Oct. 7. George G. Blanchard, Wilton,
N. H., refunded account error
of double order 5 00
Oct. 7. A. W. Griffiths, postage, print-
ing and mailing circulars 350
1916.
Feb. 15. C. Wentworth, stationery, pos-
tage and express 6 25
Feb. 15. L. Thompson, balance due for
indexing the book 50 00
$79 05
Cash to balance 54 37
'I3342
Present Financial Standing of Town History.
Indebtedness per last report $1 , 150 00




Cash in Strafford National Bank $79 05
Balance to be raised by sale of Histories. . . 1,020 95
$1,100 CO




Durham, New Hampshire, February 15, 1916.
HAMILTON SMITH PUBLIC LIBRARY.
NEW HAMPSHIRE COLLEGE, DURHAM, N. H.
To Mr. Charles Wentworth,
Clerk of the Town of Durham:
The following report of the Hamilton Smith Public
Library covers the year ennding February i, 1916, and
the present librarianship since September, 1915.
Twenty-five dollars appropriated by the town in 1915
has just been received, but not yet expended.
Of one hundred dollars received from the Durham
Library Association there is a balance to date of $28.22.
For periodical subscriptions $69 1 2
For accession book 2 66
$71 78
At intervals during the year the library has received
from the Durham Library Association 164 volumes pur-
chased from the Simpson fund, at a cost of $207.79.
No. of volumes in the library F'eb. i, 1915, 33.^74
Added during the year. Purchase. Gift.
Town of Durham, 41 7
Durham Library Asso., 164 o
N. H. College, 381 176
As U. S. Depository, 189 958
In the library February i, 1916, 34.832
Figures are not available showing the circulation of
books for home use previous to September 14, 1915.
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From that date until Februar}- i, 1916, 5,952 books were
loaned. Certain books are set aside for use by college
classes in various courses. Since October 18, 1915, sta-
tistics have been kept showing their use in the library;
these books are not allowed out of the building except
over night. Between October 18, 1915, and February i,
1916, 4929 books were thus used by students.
The reading room is supplied with 119 periodicals, of
which 16 are gifts. Nine daily papers come to the li-
brary, of which five are given; and twenty-nine weekly
papers which are all gifts.
The librar}^ is open, when New Hampshire College is
in session. 8-12, 1.30-5.45, 7-9 o'clock, (on Wednesdays
and Saturdays there is no intermi.ssion between 1.30 and
9 o'clock); on Sundays, for reading, 2-6 o'clock. When
college is closed, the library is open 2 9 o'clock on




Durham, N. H , March 8, 1916.

George Ffrost Temperance Association.
REPORT OF GEORGE D. STEVENS, TREASURER,
From Feb. 15, 1915, to Feb. 15, 1916.
RECEIPTS.
In treasury, Feb. 15, 1915 $i,459 93
Bank dividend : . . . . 24 29
Boston & Albany R. R. dividend,
1914- • 113 75






In treasury, Feb. 15, 1916 $1,351 97
Income $1,291 92
Membership fees 60 05
$1,351 97
STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.
To the Inhabitants of the School District of Durham,
New Hampshire, qualified to vote in District Affairs:
You are hereby notified to meet in the town hall in
said district, on Saturday, the eighteenth day of March,
1916, at two o'clock in the afternoon, to act on the fol-
lowing subjects:
1. To choose a moderator for the ensuing year.
2. To choose a clerk for the ensuing year.
3. To choose a member of the school board for the
ensuing three yeais.
4. To choose a treasurer for the ensuing year.
5. To see what sum of money the district will raise
in addition to that required by law^ for the support of
public schools and the repairs of school houses.
6. To choose such auditors, agents and committees
as the voters may deem necessary for the management
of the affairs of the district.
7. To transact any other business that may legally
come before said meeting.
Given under our hands, at said Durham, this twenty-





REPORT OF SCHOOL BOARD FOR 1916.
To the Citizens of the Durham School District:—
We, the members of the School Board of Durham,
have the honor of submitting herewith our annual re-
port, covering work done during the past year, and giv-
ing recommendations and estimates for the ensuing
year.
Schools have been maintained at Packers Falls and
Durham Point in addition to the four schools in the vil-
lage. The children from the Mast Road district have
been transported to the Village School throughout the
year and the results obtained are very satisfactory.
The children have made very marked improvement and
progress in their studies since they have become afifilia-
ted with the Village school.
During the summer vacation the school buildings
were all carefully cleaned and the Village school build-
ing was painted one coat on the outside and the usual
repairs and painting on the inside.
Owing to the condition of the Village school building
one coat of paint was not sufficient to properly protect
the building and the Board strongly reccommend that a
second coat be placed on the building this year and have
included an item for same in our estimate.
The furniture for the fourth room in the Village
school was procured and installed and a a fourth teach-
er provided. The results of opening this fourth room
has been ver}' gratif3'ing to both the superintendent and
members of the school board The schools are \ ery
much more efficient and the progress which has been
made has been far greater than in any previous year.
Following the recommendations of the superintendent,
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the seats in the Village school were taken up and re-set
in order to have light come from the left and from the
back. The windows in front being screened by means
of dark green shades. The results of this change has
proven beneficial to the eyes of the children.
We wish to commend the work of Mr. Cotton as sup
erintendent. His labors have proven most satisfsclory
and we believe that our schools at the present time are
being conducted at the highest efiiciency in the history
of the district.
Manual Training has been given to the boys and sew-
ing to the girls in the 6th, yth and 8th grades through-
out the year and we believe that the introduction of
this work into our upper grades have proven most satis-
factory and has been a great help to the children. We
propose to continue both branches of this work during
the coming year.
The teachers in the gramuiar, intermediate and pri-
mary grades in our Village school have been in charge
of the same teachers as last year, w^ho have continued
to do most efficient w^ork. The new teacher in the sec-
ond primary grade has also done very satisfactory work.
The teachers at Packers Falls and at Durham Point
have also been much interested in their work and have
increased the efficiency of the work carried on at these
two schools. We are in hopes to be able to keep all of
the teachers for another year.
Due to the generosity of Mrs. Edith Onderdonk, Miss ^
Margaret Ffrost, Mrs. Katherine D. Paine, Mr James :
S. Chamberlain and Mr. C. H. Pettee it was possible to i
install on the Village school grounds two pieces of '
playground apparatus as manufactured by the A. G.
•
Spaulding & Bros. These have been very much used :
and very much appreciated and enjoyed by the children.
The teachers in the village school with the help of
||
the pupils gave an entertainment, the proceeds of which
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were devoted to the purchase of pictures for the rooms
j
in the lower grades and for a football, basket ball and /
basket ball baskets to be used on the school grounds, i
Owing to the interest with which the teachers and
pupils manifested in thus providing for wholesome play I
the School Board provided football goals and basket \
ball goals on the grounds. These have also been very
much used and much enjoyed by the children.
Water has been supplied to the children of the Vil-
lage school twice daily from the Onderdonk deep well.
The sanitary toilet articles have been supplied to all
the schools in the district throughout the year.
It is hoped that running water may be provided for
the Village school at an early date as this is very much
needed for drinking purposes and sanitary purposes.
We submit the following estimates to cover the needs
of the district for the ensuing year:
Teachers' salaries, including $200 for music. $3,200 00
Superintendent's salary 325 00




Repairs (including second coat of paint on
Village school house) 350 00
Insurance 75 00
Books and supplies 300 00
Flag and appurtenances 10 00
Truant oflBcer 10 00
Salaries of district ofi&cers 75 00
Incidentals 150 00
Total $6,925 00
Of this total amount, provision has been made for the
following items:
30
Balance from last year $790 75
Allowed by law 1,29000
Tuition 1,500 00
Books and supplies 300 00
Flag and appurtenances 10 c o
Estimate for literary fund 85 00
Estimate for qualified teachers 300 co
Estimate on average attendance .... 150 00
Estimate from the Doe legacy roo 00
Estimate for dog tax (^025
Total amount provided for $4,586 co





School Board of Durham.
SUPEE,INTENDENT"S REPORT.
To the Durham School Board:—Gentlemen:—
Owing to the fact that there are so many topics essen-
tial for consideration in this report it has been necessa-
ry to make statements as biiefly as posssible consistent
with clearness. I shall be glad to talk fully with pa-
rents or citizens, at any time, upon matters which per-
tain to the schools.
The customary good attendance has held throughout
the year. The attendance last fall was the best in the
history of the district for any one term, while the atten-
dance for the whole of last year equalled that of any
previous year.
The quality of teaching in all the schools of the town
this year has been above the average in character. It
deserves the just commendation ol the school board.
The addition of a fourth room and teacher for the
same in accordance with your vote of last year, has
resulted in the production of the right conditions for
excellent work in teaching. It is a much better ar-
rangement than the employment of an assistant to the
primary teacher would have been. As facts worthy to
substantiate the above statement I would state that, at
this writing, more ground has been covered in the sub-
jects of the first two grades this current school year than
was covered by the same two grades in the whole of
last year. One of the most difiScult problems which I
have to contend with this year is that of keeping these
two grades properly supplied with reading and other
material and at the same time keep within the appro-
priation. Assuredly no just criticism can be made in
this particular. The results of such an arrangement
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have amply demonstrated the good judgment of the
board in this matter. If one will look at last years ta-
ble of enrollment by grades and compare it with the en-
rollment by grades of this year it is perfectly apparent
that the distribution of the pupils by grade was une-
qual. The large number which were in grades I and
II have been equalized between the two teachers in
such a maner that we should no longer have twenty
per cent of our pupils fail of promotion when the aver-
age for the state is only eight percent. Another year
a great gain over this loss will be recorded.
The physical apparatus, which was purchased by en-
thusiastic friends of the school and installed by you
about the first of January has been much used by the
children. In behalf of the teachers and the pupils I
wish to take this opportunity to thank you and the loy-
al ciiizens who made it possible to have this apparatus.
The apparatus is very valuable for the purpose of de-
veloping the physical side of the pupils. The children
have been very happy in the use of it.
Of the three hundred dollars appropriated for books
and supplies twenty-three dollars and one-half was ex-
pended for a set of students' encyclopedias, adapted to
the grammar grade, with the approval of the school
board. These books have been used daily by the pu-
pils in the preparation of their lessons in geography
and history as well as for their own information in other
matters. I have personally found them useful as they
contain many salient facts relative to school work
which are not found in the other encyclopedias.
Much supplementary reading in geography and his-
tory has been done in the grammar school with the
above material, standard authors obtained from the lo-
cal library, and a few source books and biographies
purchased with the supply money. Children of this
age naturally crave an opportunity to dip into wide
33
range of subjects and activities. The additional stress
laid here has both increased the interest in school work
and served to bring the treatment of the subjects nearer
to the methods employed in the high school.
Our present school system is based upon an elementa-
rj' school course of eight years and a high school course
of four years. This system is now regarded defective, in
many ways, owing to the bad adjustments of the child
to the work at about the fifth grade. Our school sys-
tem is now organized upon the plan that knowledge
constitutes the basis of school work. The basis which
we should organize our school work upon is that of
developing, to the full extent and in the right manner,
those instincts and impulses which are in the children
of this age. Much of the knowledge which we have
sought to impart may be purchased in the form of han-
dy manuals, dictionaries, atlases, trade papers, etc., in
better form and more comprehensively arranged for a
small price than the present methods of our schools
may hope to develop.
The child longs for a wider vision of the activities of
the world and desires an opportunity to have the whole
field of human knowledge in its elements presented to
him. This calls for a change in our present curricu-
lum which will give the child the opportunity to branch
out, about the age of twelve, as nature directs him to,
and idvestigate a wide range of subjects.
Mathematics, sciences, foreign languages, household
arts, manual training and local industries should re-
ceive their treatment at this period. At this time the
largest number of our pupils drop out of school. Many
pupils, also, find it difiicult to adapt themselves to the
wide difference which exists between the high school
and the grammar school as it is now organized. A re-
arrangement of the program should result in a better
articulation between the high school and the elementa-
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ry school. It has already been demonstrated, in places
where the schools have been reorganized to meet the
above and other local conditions, that more pupils are
held in school for a longer period of time.
The plan is to divide our grades into three groups in- )
stead of two as at present. One group, the high school,
comprising the tenth, eleventh and twelfth grades only;
the second group wnich is usually known as the junior
high school, consisting of the seventh, eighth and ninth
grades only; and a third group of schools, the elemen-
tary schools proper, comprising the schools of the first
six grades. A new elementary state school program,
based upon this plan, is already in the hands of the
printer.
It is desirable that a change of this character should
not be made abruptly. In the course ot two years it
would be possible to organize our elementary schools
upon a six year basis. At this point it is obviously ap-
propriate for the school board to consider seriously
whether or not the economic interests of the town as
well as the best interests of the children might be best
served by a h^gh school.
High schools are generally organized to meet the lo-
cal needs of the place where the high school is located.
If it is a city high school it trains for city life. If it is
a country high school it trains for country life. In too
many cases we have sent our children away to be edu-
cated for the development of another place when they
were born and bred to promote the development of their
own resources of their own town. In a country high
school there should be an agricultural course compris-
ing industrial work for boys, the science of farming,
training in mechanics, etc., and for the girls, general
industrial work coordinate with the science of farming,
and domestic science with the other courses. In other
words the state should provide a system of education
K
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that shall appeal, through its varied subject matter, to
every individual. Not to do so savors of aristocracy
not democracy.
Conditions of travel upon the trains are frequently
productive of a species of youthful hysteria which is de-
structive to the normal growth of the child. A local
high school would not ot ly eliminate this but other
moral evils would be placed under closer control.
Such a high school should contribute toward the up-
building of community life and the development of the
farm. A high school with courses based upon agricul-
ture and domestic science and a parallel college prepar-
atory course, should serve not only this town well but a
large section of this state. The income from tuitions
would offset the expense of a plant and equipment. It
is highly probable that such a high school would not
only be self supporting but a source of revenue to the
town.
In the earlier grades much reading has been done,
not only for the purpose of expression, but for giving
the child the power to acquire the thought from the
printed page. Reading material has been added as fast
as is consistent with a proper choice. A demand for
more reading has been created by cultivating the natur-
al interest which the child has in reading much subject
matter in the story form. Much pains and care have
been exercised in the selection of these texts.
In the middle grades while more emphasis has been
given to expression, facility in rapid and accurate silent
reading is sought. Tests in reading have been con-
ducted not for the sole purpose of disclosing the merit
of each individual pupil, but to disclose to both teacher
and pupil the power the mind has to grasp and retain
large quantities of reading matter in a limited amount
of time
These tests, also, demonstrate to the teacher the va-
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rying capabilities of the pupils. They enable her to
locate the children who need individual attention. In
classes which are not too large much individual atten-
tion may be given to each child so that the pupil of av-
erage ability does not receive all of the teacher's time,
but so that a proper proportion of her time may be de-
voted to the brighter pupils and to those who are not so
rapid in ability.
In the upper grades supplementary reading has been
supplied which is not over literary in character. A
type of reading matter which appeals in interest to the
pupils of this age and which reflects the best though
in literature, history, science, and art has been selected.
The development of manual training is necessarily
much slower than work in other branches. Last year
the work was somewhat broken by the irregular attend-
ance of a special teacher. Much interest, however, was
manifested, and some good projects were exhibited last
May. This year the work has been conducted regular-
ly by Miss Milton, one of our grade teachers. The
work is systematic and thorough. In the development
of each project, the pupil is taught to use proper tools,
and shown the proper use of them. This spring the
exhibits of manual training and of the sewing class,
which -Miss Pierce has conducted, should be praise-
worthy.
In writing, painstaking and careful work has been
done by our teachers. The development of a rational
method of teaching the subject has been the aim. The
pupil is required to make a conscious effort to produce
a good style of handwriting at all times, as well as dur-
ing the writing period. Careful measurements were
made in this subject twice last year. A good amount
of improvement was apparent.
Arithmetic has been attacked from two points of view.
Quick and accurate work in the use of the fundamental
37
facts and processes, and the development of reasoning
in connection with problems which have utilitarian val-
ues. Definite standards have been established for at-
tainment of facility in the use of fundamental facts.
Tests have been made which show where the individ-
ual weaknesses are located. Proper remedies are ap-
plied to those cases which require individual attention.
When a pupil has attained a certain maximum profi-
ciency in the use of fundamentals, he is simply held to
this standard and required to devote a larger portion of
his time to work in the rational use of number.
The teachers of our schools extended an invitation to
the public to visit the schools Feb. 9th In spite of the
fact that it was a stormy day there was a large attend-
ance of the parents. After school closed the parents
and teachers met and decided to organize a Parents-
Teachers' Association electing a president pro tempore
who appointed a committee for the nomination of per-
manent officials and to draw a constitution and by-laws
and a committee to determin the time, place and num-
ber of meetings. Much enthusiasm was shown by all
present Surely such a community interest upon the
part of the parents in child wellfare will result in a gen-
eral uplift of ideals and a movement toward a better care
and understanding of the child.
We appreciate the fact that it is difificult for parents to
leave their household duties to visit the schools in the
morning. It does not, however, seem to the writer to
be asking too much for each parent to visit the school
once a year at a time when there is no special work.
Such a visit is a sure means of reconciling the pedantic
discussions in current publications by a comparison
with the actual working conditions of the schoolroom.
The seats at the village school have been rearranged
so that the light comes from the left and behind
the pupil. This avoids the cross lights and shadows
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which we formerly had and prevents direct rays of light
from falling upon the retines of the eye when it is
focussed upon school work- A better distribution of
the light according to the proper ratio, like the plan of
the lighting arrangements in the Mechanical Engintti-
ing building, is much to be desired.
I wish, at this time, to express my appreciation oi the
cordial and hearty cooperation which has been extended




Portsmouth, N. H., February 25, 1916.
SCHOOL STATISTICS, 1914-1915.
(I) Attendance, arranged in the order of excellence.
School and Teacher. Boys. Girls. Average Cases of Percent.
Att. Tardiness. Att.
Intermediate,
Sarah Ladd, 14 12 27.03 18 98.22
Grammar,
•Mi.dred Pierce, 5 12 16.21 33 97-82
Primary,
Elizabeth Kimball, 25 20 38.25 58 95-22
Point,
Mabel Allen, 4 2 5.48 21 92.
Falls,
Helen Randall, 11 ir 17.88 71 90.-
Visits by board, 7; by superintendent, 144; by citizens, 197.
(II.) PROMOTIONS AND RETARDATION, JUNE, 191S.
Grade I II III IV V VI VII VIII
Pupils promoted, 14 15 13 12 14 10 8 11
Pupils not promoted, 5 i r i
Two yrs. in one grade 4 5 2
Ave. age, Sept.
years, months, 6.3 7.9 9.2 9. 11 11. 5 11.4 12.5 13.4
Per cent, prom.otion, 80.
(III.) ENROLLMENT BY GRADES, FALL, 1915.
School and Teacher. I II III IV V VI VII VIII Total
Grammar,
Mildred Pierce, 8 6 14
Intermediate,
Sarah Ladd, 13 10 . . . . 23
Second Primary,
Olive Milton, .. .. 13 12 25
Primary,
Elizabeth Kimball, 13 12 25
Falls,
Florence Bailey, 422.. 3522 20
Point,
Christine Foster, 4.- i i 6
Totals, 17 14 15 12 20 15 II 9 113
\
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(IV.) COMPARATIVE TABLE FOR FIVE YEARS.














No. in high school.
17
REPORT OF TREASURER OF THE DURHAM
SCHOOL DISTRICT.
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 15, I916.
AVAILABLE SCHOOL MONEY.
Ch^Ii on hand $427 15
Amount required by Isw 1,305 00
Aniouut raised in school meeting 2,882 00
Books and supplies 300 00
High school tuition 1,129 99
Proportion of school money 834 00
Literary fund 88 40
Balance dog licenses, 1914 9285
Flag, etc 10 00
Received on piano fund at Pack-
ers Falls 21 46
Received from Mrs. Edith Onder-
donk for play ground apparatus 25 00
Received from Miss Margaret
Ffrost for play ground appara-
tus 5 00
Received from Mr. James S.
Chamberlin for play ground
apparatus 5 00
Received from Mrs. Katherine D.
Paine for play grouud appara-
tus 5 00
Received from Mr. C. H. Pettee
for play ground apparatus. .. . 500





Cash on hand $427 15
Received from town treasurer... 6,642 24
Piano fund at Packers Falls. ... 21 46
Mrs. Edith Onderdonk for play
ground apparatus 25 00
Miss Margaret Ffrost 5 00
Mr. J. S. Chamberlain 5 00
Mrs. Katherine D. Paine 500
Mr. C. H. Pettee 5 00











Cash on hand 790 75
SALARIES.
Carl Cotton, superintendent .... $583 00
Mildred W. Pierce, grammar
school 537 50
Sarah L. Ladd, intermediate
school 487 50
Elizabeth Kimball, first prima-
ry school 462 50
Olive B Milton, second prima-




Helen Randal, Packers Falls
school $176 00
Frances M. Bailey, Packers Falls
school
Mabel D. Allen, Point school. . .
Christine Foster, Point school..
Clara B Hopkins, teaching mu-
sic
1'^. K Jenkins teaching manual
training
Alice Hoitt, teaching sewing.. . .
W. S. Edgerly, Treasurer








C. E. Hayes, Village
Robert Francis, Packers Falls..
Mrs. A. M. Francis, cleaning
Packers Falls
A. J. Langley, Point
George Dawson, cleaning Village
REPAIRS.
J. E. York, fixing blackboards.
Canney & Davis, painting
G. F. Hardy
E. A. Prescott, pumps etc








Durham Heating & Plumbing
Co





Carl E. Hewett, Jr. carrying wa-
ter 13 49
Chester W. Hewitt, carrying
water 1351
F. P. Morrison 8 85
$245
45
Robert Francis $2 oo
James Ramsey, tuning piano. . . 250
R.E.Lane 102
A. G. Spaulding & Bros 53 20
Edward E. Babb & Co 18 25
C. E. Hoitt, postage, freight, etc 14 93
Fred S. Palmer, cleaning vault. 5 00
A. E Grant 100
Tony Teckesco 7 00
C. E. Hayes, enumerating child-
ren 10 GO
A. P. W. Paper Co 925
Carl Cotton, supplies and exp.. 21 17
Haywood Bros & Wakefield Co ,
desks, etc I54 59
C. L. Jenness, tools 5 90
W. S. Edgerly, supplies 1 1 86
FUEL.
A. J. Langley $4 25
C. S. Pettee & Co., coal 10 03
H E. Rand, sawing wood 337
Frost & Frost 3 00
B. & M. Railroad 38 03
C. I. Smart 13 5^
Robert Francis 6 00
Mark E. Willey, hauling coal.. 11 25
C. S. Langley, coal 217 68
J. Langley & Son 15 50
TUITION.




Dover High School $985 00
Robinson Seminary 80 00
$1,129 99
Walter S. Edgerly, Treasurer.
We, the undersigned certify that we have examined
the foregoing accounts of the Treasurer of the school
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